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City of Prosser – Backflow Prevention 

 

Introduction 
 

Whether you are installing an underground sprinkler 
system, an ice machine, or a fire suppression system in 
your building or on your property, do not forget to 
include the required backflow prevention device to 
protect your water supply and/or the public water 
supply from cross-contamination. 

For additional information on requirements that may 
not be covered in this document, please contact the City 
of Prosser Water Department at (509) 786-2037. 

 

 

When is Backflow Prevention Required 
 

The need for backflow prevention varies greatly depending on the type of facility and type of equipment 
utilized within the building. Simply put, it depends on how a property uses their domestic water. Each 
application is unique and is determined by a water use survey conducted by the City of Prosser Cross 
Connection Specialist either during the building plan review phase and/or during the final inspection process 
prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for the building.  

With that said, the Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 246-290-490 Table 9 defines severe high health 
hazard facilities, which in turn require the highest level of backflow prevention.  

Types of Backflow Prevention Devices 
 

There are several types of backflow prevention devices on the market today. Some of these devices provide 
greater protection than others. Before purchasing one of these devices make sure that you have the correct 
device for the equipment you are installing. Many times the manufacturer will provide specifications on what 
type of backflow prevention is required for their equipment, which is based on how the equipment operates.  

 

Below are several examples of the type of backflow prevention devices which can be found on the market, 
each one operates in a different manner to provide protection to the potable water supply. Prior to 
installation you should first verify that the device you intend to purchase is on the USC list of approved 
backflow prevention assemblies.  

 

https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-290-490
http://www.usclist.com/
http://www.usclist.com/
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Installation & Testing  
 

Once the correct backflow prevention device has been purchased, the City of Prosser Cross Connection 
Specialist will inspect the device to verify that it is installed per the City of Prosser standards (which can be 
found on the following pages). The inspection is scheduled with the Cross Connection Specialist prior to final 
approval & issuance of the permit.   

Once the installation has passed inspection, the owner will need to contact a certified backflow tester to 
perform a test on the system. Once the test has passed and results have been submitted to the Cross 
Connection Specialist the system is ready for use. Backflow prevention devices are required to be tested on 
an annual basis and results submitted to the City of Prosser Cross Connection Specialist.  
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Backflow Prevention For Lawn System 
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Premise Isolation (1/2” to 2”) – Low Health Hazard 
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Premise Isolation (Greater than 2”) – Low Health Hazard with bypass  
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Premise Isolation (3/4” to 2”) – High Health Hazard  
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Premise Isolation (Greater than 2”) – High Health Hazard 
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